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My name is a dream 

I am from the land of magic 

my father is the mountain 

and my mother the mist 

 

I was born in a year whose month was murdered 

a month whose week was murdered 

a day whose hours were murdered 

 

if you could one by one count all the leaves in this garden 

if you could count all the fish little and big 

in the flowing river in your front of you 

if you could one by one count the migratory birds 

during their migration season from the north to south 

and from the south to north 

 

I would also promise 

to count one by one 

all the victims of this beloved land of Kurdistan 

 

 

Sherko Bekas 

 
 
 

  



 
 
The Yesterday of Tomorrow: Memory, Trauma and Nostalgia as a 
Mechanism of Self-Continuity of the Kurdish Nation. 
 
As part of the Human Diversity major at Leiden University College, Kavien Begikhani made a 
Kurdish Genocide Exhibition at his university campus. The aim was to inform students and 
academic staff about how the difficult history of (incremental) genocide and oppression against 
the Kurdish people in the region, has created a mechanism of self-continuity and resistance. 
Here, the intersection between collective and individual memory, trauma and nostalgia play a 
fundamental role for the Kurdish people to create and protect the ‘homeland’ in literature, 
poetry, music and other cultural-artistic expressions as a means of self-continuity and survival. 
Advocaat-General Simon Minks – senior prosecutor at the Dutch prosecution office in The 
Hague, located in the Palace of Justice – also paid his respects to the victims of the Halabja 
chemical attack on March 16th, 1988 at the exhibition. 
As a tribute to these victims – and also with an eye on protecting people from future chemical 
attacks and atrocity crimes in general – Simon Minks will also give a workshop for 25 LUC 
students in May, titled: Prosecuting Atrocity Crimes: A Worldwide Obligation. 
Last year, Simon Minks was also a keynote speaker at the 3rd Lalish Conference for Peace & 
Coexistence at the American University of Kurdistan last, April 25-26th, 2017. 
In 2005, Minks successfully prosecuted Dutch businessman Frans van Anraat to 17 years 
imprisonment for his complicity in the delivery of chemical substances to the former Iraqi 
Ba’ath regime - which in turn - were used at the chemical attacks on Halabja and other 
Kurdish cities. (From: Nishtiman Youth Network (NYN) Facebook post) 
 

 
 

'I said to my soul, be still, and wait without hope,  
For hope would be hope for the wrong thing; wait without love, 
For love would be the love of the wrong thing; there is yet faith  
But the faith and the love and the hope are all in the waiting. 
 

Wait without thought, for you are not ready for thought: 
So the darkness shall be the light, and the stillness the dancing.  
Whisper of running streams, and winter lightning. 
The wild thyme unseen and the wild strawberry,  
The laughter in the garden echoed ecstasy 
Not lost, but requiring, pointing to the agony  
Of death and birth.' 
 
 
 

T.S. Eliot - Four Quartets, 1943. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


